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   We have survived the first week of first grade!  Our first four days have consisted mostly of practicing routines and procedures for daily activities such as walking in the hallway, sitting together on the mat and completing our work.  Once these routines are established over the next few weeks, we will be able to get right to learning without too many distractions since the students will know what is expected of them.  Research shows children need to practice a procedure 22-55 times before you can expect them to do it automatically.  That’s a lot of practicing!


     Our school has adopted the Love and Logic approach to discipline.  This makes the student responsible for the behavior they are exhibiting.   Our classroom expectations are:  1. I will treat you with respect, so you will know how to treat me. 2. Feel free to do anything that doesn’t cause a problem for anyone else. 3. If you cause a problem, I will ask you to solve it. 4. If you can’t solve the problem, or choose not to, I will do something. 5. If you feel something is unfair, whisper to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair,” and we will talk.  So far the system has worked wonderfully!  We’ve had a few tears when I had to do “something” when they couldn’t solve their problem, but they are quickly learning it is easier to solve/fix their behavior issues themselves.  


     I highly recommend looking into the books on the Love and Logic approach for parenting.  It provides techniques to help raise responsible kids while having more fun and less stress.  One part I especially like is how they demonstrate ways to eliminate arguing with children (especially helpful in the teen years!)  I can verify the success I’ve had just in the fact that I have not had to raise my voice to discipline students at all this week.   


     I have enjoyed working with and getting to know your children this week.  We have a lot to learn, and I look forward to working with them and you, as well, as we prepare them for second grade.





Something to Ponder   “Children who have been read to for 30 minutes a day from birth through age five receive over 900 hours of brain food.  Children who have been read to for 30 minutes a week from birth to age five receive 130 hours of brain food…which is great…but a 770 hour deficit when compared to the first group.  Children who are read to less than 30 minutes weekly enter kindergarten with less than 60 hours of the same brain food.  Fewer nursery rhymes, fairy tales, stories, etc.  Even the most gifted teacher cannot bridge the gap that exists between the mentally undernourished and the young minds which have been saturated with literacy.”  (Iowa Literacy Link Volume 1 Number 8, April 2007)


     The good news is reading to your child is powerful, no matter what age they are.  Experts recommend parents read to their children through high school. It is never too late to read to your child, no matter what age they are.  So grab the comics, the newspaper, or a really great novel, curl up on the couch…and read!








This week’s lessons:


Language Arts					Math					Social Studies 


-Handwriting: we start making letters at the top		-Identifying what mathematicians do	-School and classroom


-Our names start with capital letters (the rest are 	-Making the numbers 1-10 		  expectations and 


  lowercase)						-Counting and coloring objects to match 	  procedures	


-Different ways to read books (read words, pictures,	  a number				-Have You Filled Your 


  retell the story)										  Bucket Today? 


-How to “Read to Self” during reading								  (sharing happiness)





Early Intervention Testing


     Mrs. Martin and her team will start testing students for reading readiness next week.  These tests indicate which students may struggle with reading, and which areas we need to focus our support in order for them to succeed.  The tests are brief and cover areas such as letter recognition, letter sounds, and rhyming.  Results from the test will be recorded to track student growth.
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Character Education Word of the Week: Punctuality


Remember students can enter the room at 7:50.  Students coming in after 8:00 will be tardy.  Please help your student develop the skill of being punctual by being here on time.





Math homework started this week.  Please check your child’s green folder daily for homework and other important papers.  B side homework needs to be completed and returned to school.








Thank you for all of the donations to our classroom.  It is great to have the support from you!
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Upcoming Dates


Fri 9-24  No School-SIP 


  (School Improvement    


  Plan)  Meetings for       


  Teachers


Thur 9-30 Book orders due


Wed 10-13 last day to 


   collect coins for cancer


Sat 10-16 Breast Cancer 


   Walk








Character Education Word of the Week: Readiness











Counting to 110   


First graders are expected to count to 110 by 1, 5, and 10 by the end of the school year.  We will begin with counting by 1’s.  If you noticed your child had difficulty with this, please practice!





Papers Sent Home  You will see more math papers checked and sent home than any other subject.  We do a lot of work in language arts (reading and writing) also, but it is mostly hands-on work in class.  The majority of our reading time is spent reading and our writing time produces writing pieces that we keep in school in our Writing Folder.  We also turn many of our pieces of work into class books to read and use throughout the year.








This week’s lessons:


Language Arts				Math						Social Studies 


-Reading to Self independently	 	-Identifying morning and afternoon		-Our school and 


-Reading strategies: Check for Understanding	-Identifying first, last, between, 1st, 2nd, 3rd 	  classroom rules


  (who and what), Cross Checking (does it look	-Acting out “Some, Some More” (adding) and	-Constitution Day


  right, sound right, and make sense?)	  	 Some, Some Went Away” stories (subtracting)


-Sentences begin with a capital letter and 	-Creating a bar graph


  end with a period			 	-Problem solving story problems 


-Using pictures to tell your story					 


-Coming up with a 3 part story			  


-Writing the letters F, E, D, P





RtI Time and Student Testing


     Mrs. Martin and her team assessed all of the students this week using DIBELS (Dynamic Indicator of Basic Early Literacy Skills).  These tests help to determine which students need reinforcement in learning how to read.  Mrs. Martin, Mrs. Johnson, and I will work with students during our RtI time (Response to Intervention).  The students will split up into groups based on their needs in order to focus on specific areas they may not have mastered yet.  This coming week, we will begin our RtI time in the morning.  Our groups will focus on letter names and sounds, rhyming, and breaking apart words to hear the sounds.  Students that have already mastered these goals will work on retelling stories orally.


     In addition to the DIBELS test, students will be assessed individually on oral reading and story retelling, letter recognition, knowledge of high frequency sight words, phonemic awareness (breaking apart and putting together sounds), rhyming, stage of spelling development and writing skills.  The testing we do is done three times a year: fall, winter, and spring.  It is a lot of testing that takes awhile to complete, but it is very beneficial in assessing the needs of the students and the growth they make throughout the school year.  
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Upcoming Dates


Mon 9-21  After 


  School Classes begin


Wed 9-22 First Day of 


   Fall


Wed 9-22 School  


   Pictures    


Fri 9-24  No School








Happy Birthday !


Corbin McGrath


September 1


Denny Todd


September 15


�              �





Book Orders were sent home today.  They are due Thursday, Sept. 30.  If you are planning on ordering, please consider doing it online.  For each online order, our class will receive $3 towards the purchase of a book!  The online code is H3WKV.





Sunny D  Please save Sunny D labels.  If we collect 20 labels by November 30, our class will receive 20 free books!  More information and promotional coupons can be found at sunnyd.com.





Picture day is a uniform day.





Please send in an art shirt for art class.  You do not need to buy a paint smock; it can be any used large shirt from home.  Please write your child’s name on it.





Character Education Word of the Week: Promptness








This week’s lessons:


Language Arts					Math					Social Studies 


-Reading to Self					-Placing objects on a graph		-School and classroom


-Picking good fit books 				-Id circle, square (4 angles and 		   expectations and procedures 


-Coming up with writing ideas			  4 sides the same)		 	-Why schools have rules


-Recognizing student names		,	-Pictographs: most and fewest		


-Handwriting: posture for good handwriting 	-Writing 0, 6, 8, 9      -Id left and right												


  and how to hold your pencil								  (sharing happiness)








