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Fall 2008

Dear Band Parents and Students,

Welcome to the new school year and the Woodland Park Academy Instrumental Music program!  Mrs. Elnicky and I are looking forward to a very exciting and rewarding year of quality music education for our band students.

In this handbook, you will find lots of helpful information about many aspects of the instrumental music program.  Please review this handbook together, and return the signed acknowledgement form found on the last page no later than the end of the second week of school.  Return of this form will be 5 points of the student’s first marking period grade.

If you have any questions please feel free to call or e-mail Mrs. Elnicky or I.  You can also find helpful information about band or strings on our websites.
Thank you for your support and encouragement!

Sincerely,

Mrs. Elnicky

Miss Kern

Woodland Park Academy Instrumental Music

Our band class mission is to create together exciting, satisfying, quality music that we can share with others.

Classes Offered
Beginning Band

Beginning Band begins in 3rd grade with a fitting and testing done by Herter’s Music Center to determine the most appropriate instrument for your student.  All students will receive this, even if they don’t sign up for band.  This course is for all students who are interested in band and have no previous experience on a band instrument.  Students will receive instruction in reading music and playing any one of the following instruments:  flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, French horn, trombone, baritone or percussion (instruction will be on bells, and NOT drums).  They will present three concerts that are scheduled outside of the regular school day, one of which will be scheduled outside of the school grounds.  Information will be provided as to how to rent or purchase an instrument for your child at the beginning of the 4th grade year as well.
Intermediate Band

This class is the next step up after beginning band.  These students are in either 5th or 6th grade.  Students will continue to develop in the area of music reading skills and in proficiency on their instruments.  They will progress to more advanced and interesting music and perform a variety of musical styles.  They will also present three performances throughout the year, one of them scheduled off the school grounds.

Advanced Band

This is the most advanced band at WPA and provides the necessary preparation for being a part of the band program at the high school level.  Students will perform four times throughout the year:  twice at the school, once off of school grounds, and another at MSBOA District Festival.  Students will also be encouraged to prepare a solo piece for MSBOA Solo and Ensemble.  Students in this group are 6th, 7th, or 8th graders with at least one year of instruction behind them.

STRINGS GOES HERE

CRITERIA FOR GRADING

PARTICIPATION CRITERIA


This component of the student’s grade is based on the student’s daily work in the classroom.  It would include participation and effort in class with proper regard for rehearsal etiquette and procedures.  It also would include coming to class having practiced the assignment, having their instrument in good working order (i.e. for brass players – having valves and slides oiled, for woodwinds – having at least 2 good reeds), bringing all necessary books or music with them and having a pencil.  If absent, it is the student’s responsibility to see the director and get any music or handouts they may have been missed.


PERFORMANCE CRITERIA

This is an evaluation of the student’s actual performance of the assigned musical tasks.  It would include concerts (please note additional concert attendance information below), playing tests, spot checks, and possibly some written work.


PRACTICE CRITERIA

Because practicing at home is essential in order for a student’s potential to be realized, home practice as evidenced by practice records, signed by a parent and turned in, will make up a portion of the student’s grade.  Extra credit points toward the student’s grade can be earned by EXCEEDING the minimum practice requirement.  Again, practicing at home will be verified by the student filling out weekly practice records (available in the classroom), having them signed by a parent, and turning them in to Miss Kern or Mrs. Elnicky.  The music room will always be available at the end of the day to pick up instruments.

“Forgotten” Instruments
Each time a student fails to bring his/her instrument to class will be recorded in the grade book as a zero for participation.  Each marking period, I will allow the student to erase ONE zero.  The student will not be penalized if the instrument is in the repair shop.

Concert Attendance
We will do everything possible to provide plenty of advance notice of required performances as most are scheduled outside of the regular school day.  A performance is the culmination of many hours of preparation and is the ultimate goal of any performing ensemble.  ALL performances are MANDATORY and are an important part of the student’s grade as indicated above.  If an unavoidable conflict exists with a scheduled performance, the student’s band teacher should be notified immediately.  Last minute notification is most distressing to the band.  Of course, it is understandable that occasional conflicts arise for which students are unable to give advance notice (family emergency, illness, etc.).  IN ORDER TO RECEIVE FULL CREDIT FOR A PERFORMANCE, THE STUDENT MUST BE ON TIME, IN CONCERT DRESS, PERFORM WELL, AND DEMONSTRATE PROPER ETIQUETTE THROUGHOUT THE PERFORMANCE (especially when another group is performing).  Anything less than this standard will result in the concert grade being lowered accordingly.
If a student has an absence, they will be allowed to make up the concert grade through an alternative assignment.  If the absence is excused and the teacher has been notified, the student will receive full credit for the performance.  If the absence is unexcused and the teacher was not notified of the absence, the assignment grade will be lowered by 10%.
Concert Dress
A neat and uniform appearance adds to the environment of a band concert.  For formal performances, students will be asked to wear a white top and black skirts or slacks (black shoes and socks as well).

Helping the Band Student Succeed
In order for a student to realize his or her full potential, home practice is essential (and also required for their grade).  Twenty to thirty minutes, five days out of the week is ideal.  Parents can greatly help their child by providing a scheduled place and time daily for practice.  Private lessons would also greatly benefit any child.  Please contact Mrs. Elnicky or Miss Kern if you are interested.
Solo and Ensemble Festival
Seventh and eighth grade students are eligible to participate in the Michigan School Band and Orchestra Association’s (MSBOA) solo and ensemble festival that is usually held on the first Saturday in December.  Students prepare solos and ensembles for the event and are adjudicated by experts on their instruments.  Students have the opportunity to earn medals as well as receive helpful and informative comments on their playing.  Students must be registered for the event in the month of October.  The pieces they perform must be approved by their director.  Many pieces require piano accompaniment that must be played by a competent pianist.  Solo and ensemble provides an excellent opportunity for musical growth and all students are encouraged to participate.
Band Festival
Our advanced band class will have the opportunity to participate in the MSBOA band/orchestra festival.  It will be held on the first Saturday in March.  Festivals are an excellent way for bands/orchestras to grow musically as they prepare quality music for adjudication by a panel of expert musicians.  They are RATED but not RANKED, making the event less competitive but still highly challenging.  Ratings should not be our focus.  The real value in the festival is reaching new levels of performance excellence, achieving a goal together as a group and the satisfaction of doing our very best.  As with other performances, attendance at festival (if your child’s class is participating) is part of their grade.
CLASSROOM MANAGEMENT PLAN
Each student is a valuable asset to our performing ensemble.  Although Mrs. Elnicky and Miss Kern do not have the exact same set of rules in their classrooms, the following provide a general set of classroom guidelines and expectations for the instrumental music department:


RESPECT EVERYONE IN THE ROOM

Be courteous at all times.  Talking and playing while instruction is being given are prohibited.  Students should raise their hand and wait to be recognized by the teacher before speaking.  All students must strive to focus on the task at hand and refrain from any behavior that is distracting to the educational process.  Keep hands and feet to yourself.


RESPECT EVERYTHING IN THE ROOM

Take good care of your instrument, music and all equipment in the classroom.  Do not touch instruments or property other than your own (including stereo, piano, percussion, etc.).  All students will be responsible for putting away their own equipment in the designated storage areas.  NO FOOD, DRINK, or GUM in rehearsal.  BOTH THE STRINGS ROOM AND MUSIC ROOM ARE NUT FREE ROOMS, SO PLEASE, IF YOU DECIDE TO BRING A SNACK, HELP KEEP OUR STUDENTS SAFE AND MAKE IT A PEANUT/TREE NUT FREE SNACK.

RESPECT THE MUSIC

All students must strive to do their very best to render the music to the best of their ability.  They should stay involved in the music even when the director is working with someone else, going over their own parts silently and being ready to play again as soon as the director asks.

If a student chooses to disrupt classroom learning, we will follow the steps of the Responsible Thinking Center.  In the event a student blatantly and/or maliciously causes a serious classroom disruption, immediate disciplinary referral (per the student handbook) will result.
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT FORM
I acknowledge that I have received the 2008-2009 Woodland Park Academy Instrumental Music Handbook and will adhere to the policies within.

Parent Signature








Date

Student Signature








Date

Hour and day band/string class meets​______________________________

Instrument the student plays_____________________________________

Phone number_________________________________________________

E-mail address________________________________________________

This form is due by September 19th.
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