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S.O.A.R at WPA

S-Safe

O-On-Task

A-Attentive

R-Respect


Excellence in education is when we do everything that we can to make sure they become everything that they can. 

− Carol Ann Tomlinson
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S.O.A.R at WPA

S-Safe

O-On-Task

A-Attentive
R-Respect


Tell me and I forget; show me and I remember; involve me and I understand. Unknown
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S.O.A.R at WPA

S-Safe

O-On-Task

A-Attentive
R-Respect

Items Needed For Students:

-A t-shirt of any kind for Art class. Please send this in as soon as possible.


-A flashlight for Flashlight Friday’s. Will need with batteries & name on the   

 flashlight. Please bring these in by September 23rd.

-A metal magazine holder. They will be used for holding their books for reading workshop. They can be purchased at Wal-Mart for $5.00. Plastic is fine, however, please do not purchase a cardboard holder. They will not make it through the year.
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Bella Smith was our “Star Student” this week. Bella shared pictures of her family; brought in a special robot that she enjoys playing with; a book that we shared with the class called: Big Words by Jamie Lee Curtis. Thank you for sharing with us Bella.








A few reminders:


Fundraiser money & orders are due 9/29


There is no school on Friday


If you have an email address that you have not shared with me and would like to receive updates from the school & class, then please send it in or email me


There is no popcorn this Friday due to no school. If you sent in money I will safe it for next week





We have been working very hard these past couple of weeks going over our school wide behavior plan called S.O.A.R. The student’s are continually working on their behavior expectations and following our classroom rules.  They should know by now what is expected of them and what type of consequences could take place. Now we are going to really get into the academic elements of First Grade. Our fall assessments are completed at this time as well. We will be starting our reading groups, focusing on areas of concerns, review and improvement in reading and writing. 





I look forward to seeing the progress your child will make from now until the Christmas break. During this time we hope to develop reading skills, tools, and techniques that they can share with you at home.





�





Mrs. Wheat


September 29, 2011





Book It Reading Program





The Pizza Hut Book It program begins Oct.1st. Please mark the days & minutes read for each day on the calendar that is on the back- side of the green folder. At the end of the month for those that have read will receive a coupon for a “FREE” personal pan pizza from Pizza Hut.





Character Education Word of the Week: Responsibility 


Caring for something; to be in charge of something; reliable; trustworthy.








Dates to Remember





9/29 - Fundraiser & 


           money due


9/30 - No School


10/1 - Book It Program 


          begins











Change for a Cause!!!


Please send in loose change for our classroom jar for “Change for a Cause”. WPA is collecting loose change for the Making Strides (Breast Cancer Foundation). The class who collects the most money will receive a prize. This is for a great cause! Our class is very excited to participate in this cause in the hope that we can give someone less fortunate another wish. When your child brings in loose change they are filling out a shoe and we are putting it on our classroom wall. Our goal is to make strides around our entire classroom by October 13th. 








Language Arts					Math					Social Studies


-Continue S.O.A.R. lesson/review		-ID triangle				-Getting to know you


-Making Rhymes				-ID angles & sides of triangle


-Monitoring & Fixing Up our writing		-Sorting by one attribute


-Using pictures & words like author’s		-Making shapes on a geo board


-Learning how to retell a story			-Some more & some went away


-Handwriting: H,K,L, #2 & #3			


-Word sorts (circles, squares, triangles)


	





Independence & Responsibility are a few “life skills” that we teach our First Graders during the school year. We start with being responsible for your belongings, your desk area, and your personally belongings. We have practiced, discussed and modeled several times throughout the day and weeks how we take care of items that fall under these categories. I am aware that First Graders are still young and I do my best to give them several reminders throughout the day on these particular items so that it becomes routine and a habit for them eventually.  Occasionally, some student’s need additional help with these areas and I am willing to assist them at the appropriate times. However, it would also be helpful and form consistency if modeled and discussed at home as well.  You can start with having your child help clean out their folder, or hanging up their coat, feeding a pet or helping you with a meal. They enjoy the inter-action as well as spending quality time with their loved ones.





Christian C offey was our “Star Student” of the week. Christian shared with us that he has two sisters; likes to play soccer; and has been to Florida. Christian – Thank you for sharing some wonderful things about you with your class.








A few reminders:


Your child needs a small flashlight with batteries if you haven’t sent one in already.


Your child needs a metal magazine holder if you haven’t sent one in already. They can be purchased at any office supply store, Target, or Wal-Mart.





Please remember that it is starting to get chilly outside. Please make sure you send in a jacket for your child to wear. We are still going outside everyday for recess.





EMERGENCY FORMS: PLEASE CHECK YOUR CHILD’S FOLDER TO SEE IF THERE IS AN ORANGE FORM ATTACHED TO AN EMERGENCY FORM. IF SO, PLEASE RETURN A.S.A.P.





Mrs. Wheat


September 23, 2011





After School Programs





The first session is well under way. Please remember that if your child is dropping a class to inform the teacher that is in charge of that class. This would open up a spot for a child on the waiting list.





Pick-up time is at 4:30. Please make a note of the classroom that your child is in for that class. That is where you will pick them up, not their regular classroom.





Character Education Word of the Week: Readiness


Prepared for immediate action; mentally and physically prepared for an experience or an action.








Fundraiser!


Please remember to continue selling your fundraiser items. The orders & money are due by Thursday, Sept. 29th.








Happy Birthday Cody Mathias


�








Dates to Remember


9/29-Fundraiser & 


       money due


9/30-No School


10/11-13-MEAP for  


       upper grades











Change for a Cause!!!





Please send in loose change for our classroom jar for “Change for a Cause”. WPA is collecting loose change for the Making Strides (Breast Cancer Foundation). The class who collects the most money will receive a prize. This is for a great cause! Our class is very excited to participate in this cause in the hope that we can give someone less fortunate another birthday. When your child brings in loose change they are filling out a shoe and we are putting it on our classroom wall. Our goal is to make strides around our entire classroom by October 15th. 





If you and your child would like to walk with WPA staff and teachers then we would love to have you. The walk is on Saturday, October 15th at 8:00 a.m. We are meeting in downtown Flint by the U of M campus. 





Language Arts					Math					Social Studies


-Continue S.O.A.R. lesson/review		-Ordering sets from smallest to largest	-School rules


-Fluency: read appropriate level text		-ID most & fewest				-How we get along


-Independent Reading: Building stamina,	-Ordering numbers from least to greatest	 in school


 Buddy Reading, Flashlight Friday		-Collecting & Sorting


-Matching Spoken Word to Written		-Matching a number to a set


-Accuracy: use pictures to help decode words	-Using data to construct bar graph


-What Is A Bucket Filler?			-Written assessment


-Comprehension: monitor & fix up		-ID morning & afternoon


-Character Ed: Readiness			-ID first, last, middle, first, second, third


-Continue: Carrying on as Independent 	-Acting out some, some, more & some, some


 Writers					 went away


-How to use supplies


-Uncovering readers identity


-DRA testing


-Handwriting: Mystery letters; letters in the air;


 working on numbers





Mrs. Wheat


September 15, 2011





We are finally getting into a routine within our classroom and the student’s are adapting very well.  We have made new friends and kept the old friends as well.  I have enjoyed getting to know each of the student’s. They are a wonderful group of student’s who are coming to school with smiles, lots of energy and are ready to learn. 





Aspen Lichtenberg was our “Star Student” for the week. We have learned a lot of wonderful things about Aspen when she shared her “All About Me” poster. She comes from a large family; she likes to dance; and she has been to New York. Wow!





A few reminders:


Your child needs a small flashlight with batteries if you haven’t sent one in already.


Your child needs a metal magazine holder by next Friday if you haven’t sent one in already. They can be purchased at any office supply store, Target, or Wal-Mart.





Please remember that it is starting to get chilly outside. Please make sure you send in a jacket for your child to wear. We are still going outside everyday for recess.





If you have not turned in your emergency; dress code; breakfast or lunch form to the office please do so as soon as possible. 








After School Programs





The first session of after school programs starts next Monday, Sept. 19th. If you have not returned your form you need to A.S.A.P. 





If you have then the office has received your form and will let the teachers know what classes your child is in. We will make sure they get to the correct classroom. 





Please have your child picked up by 4:30.





Character Education Word of the Week: Promptness


Remember students can enter the room at 7:50. Students coming in after 8:00 will be tardy. Please help your student develop the skill of being punctual by being here on time.











Math homework: Please remember to check your child’s folder and backpack for their homework. The homework is due the next day unless they are absent. Starting next week if their homework is not turned in they will be doing it during their recess time.








Dates to Remember


9/16-$1 Jean Day


9/16-Popcorn Friday


9/19-After School  


       Programs Start


9/21-School Pictures


9/30-No School











Popcorn Fridays!!


Student’s can purchase a bag of popcorn for $.50. Please have money turned in by Thursday. Popcorn starts this Friday.


**This Friday everyone received popcorn for FREE. If you paid for a bag it will go towards next Friday popcorn





Fall Fundraiser 





Your child came home with the Fall Fundraiser packet today.  Please help support our school by selling items from the magazine. If you have friends and family out of town that would be interested they can order via the website. Profits from this fundraiser go to support after school programs, athletic events, school wide field trips and assemblies. The orders and money are due in 2 weeks.





Change for a Cause!!!





Please send in loose change for our classroom jar for “Change for a Cause”. WPA is collecting loose change for the Making Strides (Breast Cancer Foundation). The class who collects the most money will receive a prize. This is for a great cause! Our class is very excited to participate in this cause in the hope that we can give someone less fortunate another birthday. When your child brings in loose change they are filling out a shoe and we are putting it on our classroom wall. Our goal is to make strides around our entire classroom by October 15th. 





If you and your child would like to walk with WPA staff and teachers then we would love to have you. The walk is on Saturday, October 15th at 8:00 a.m. We are meeting in downtown Flint by the U of M campus. 





Language Arts					Math					Social Studies


-Handwriting: Posture & Grip			- Placing an Object on a Graph		-Patriotism


-Letters B,D,F,E,R,P				-Writing the #’s 2,3,7	


-Learning how to Read to Self & Buddy 	- ID a Circle & a Square


 Reading					- ID the Number of Sides & Angles of a Square


-Concept of print with names			- Graphing a Picture on a Pictograph


-Checking for understanding when reading	- Writing the Numbers 0,6,8,9


-Learning how to cross check & back up and reread








Mrs. Wheat


September 11, 2011





Our class has made it through the first week of school! In our class this week we have focused mostly on practicing routines and procedures for daily activities and transitions. These procedures consist of how to walk down the hallways, lunch routine, dismissal, assemblies, gym, playground and classroom expectations. Once these procedures are established and become habit, we will be able to get into the “learning” part without many distractions. Research shows that children need to practice a procedure 22-55 times before you can expect them to do it automatically.  With that said, we have a lot of practicing still ahead of us!


	Our school has adopted the Love and Logic approach to discipline. This makes the student responsible for the behavior they are exhibiting.  Our class worked together to come up with our own classroom expectations. They are: 1. I will treat everyone with respect. 2. I will respect the teacher and other adults when they are speaking. 3. I will treat our classroom with respect and be responsible of my belongings. 4. I will be respectful of others and their feelings, and learn to solve my problems on my own before asking for help. We have been working very hard to make these expectations part of our daily routine. 


	I have enjoyed getting to know your children and look forward to having a wonderful school year with them.  Thank you for all of the donations to our classroom that have been sent in this week! Our class really appreciates your support.








Early Intervention Testing


Early Intervention Testing- Ms. Wallace and her team will start testing students for reading this week. These test help indicate which students may struggle with reading and which areas we need to focus our support in order for them to succeed. The tests only take a couple of minutes and cover letter recognition, letter sounds, and rhyming.








Character Education Word of the Week: Punctuality


Remember students can enter the room at 7:50. Students coming in after 8:00 will be tardy. Please help your student develop the skill of being punctual by being here on time.








Math homework started on Wednesday of this week. Please make sure you check your child’s green folder or backpack daily for homework and other communication papers. “B” side of homework needs to be completed and returned to school the next day.








Dates to Remember


9/12-No School


9/16-$1 Jean Day


9/16-Popcorn Friday


9/19-After School  


       Programs Start


9/30-No School














Popcorn Fridays!!


Student’s can purchase a bag of popcorn for $.50. Please have money turned in by Thursday. Popcorn starts this Friday.





After School Programs


After school programs are back! A sign up sheet was sent home with your child on Friday. They can sign up for one class or four classes. It’s up to you. Classes fill up quickly, so send in your sign up sheet as soon as possible. Classes start Monday, Sept. 19th.





Please remember to turn in ALL-important paperwork to the office. This includes signed & completed emergency form; dress code policy: breakfast/lunch forms if requesting them only. If you have filled out the forms for breakfast and/or lunch and have not heard anything we ask that you please be patient while the office staff is collecting and inputting the information. If your child does not bring a cold lunch from home, then I request a hot lunch for the day. I will NOT let your child go without eating a lunch for the day. 





Also, please remember we do have a daily snack around 1:30. If you feel your child will need a snack please send one in. NO JUICE OR POP ALLOWED IN THE CLASSROOM DURING SNACK TIME. IF THEY BRING IT, THEY WILL NOT BE ALLOWED TO OPEN IT. WATER ONLY PLEASE.





If your child is being picked up prior to 3:10 then you must go through the office for dismissal. Please do not come to the classroom to pick your child up.  Our dismissal process has a procedure and to keep consistency through out the school we ask that you respect the rules for this process.  


INSTRUCTIONAL TIME is still taking place until 3:05. Any distractions during this time will cause a delay in our classroom dismisal process. thank you for your help in this process.











Language Arts					Math					School Wide


-Handwriting: we start making letters at the top	 -Identifying what mathematicians do	-SOAR expectations


-Classroom Rules & Expectations			 -Making towers for the #’s 1-5		


-Different ways to read books (pictures, read words,   -Making towers for the #’s 1-9


  retell the story)					  


-How to “Independent Read” during reading


-Writing Prompt












