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I am really looking forward to having you all in class. Please read over this again with your parents, and return it signed by Thursday, September 8th for your first homework grade. 

I understand the objectives, procedures, policies, and requirements of 7th grade Social Studies. 
Student Signature ____________________________ 
Parent Signature_____________________________ 




What if I’m absent?


If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to ask for missed assignments. We will discuss a due date based on how much work you have to do. Your work will be in the daily folder and also, check a scholar’s planner.  Please talk to us before your planned absence if you have any questions. 








Welcome to 7th Grade Social Studies!! 


This year you’ll discover the Eastern Hemisphere through the eyes of a geographer, a historian, an economist, and a political analyst.  You will study different cultures from the past to the present and make predictions in regards to the development of the countries.  You will also compare and contrast countries according to their culture, location, and history.  


This syllabus will answer many of your questions about how this class works: what you need to bring to class, how you’ll be graded, and just some general classroom procedures that will make the class run smoothly. Please read through it with your parents, and bring it back signed no later than Thursday, September 8th. 








What do I bring to class? 


Large pencil box


#2 pencils- preferably mechanical if not wooden1	


Blue and red pen (3 of each)


Pencil top erasers


Individual Pencil Sharpener


Subject notebook  with pockets  Colored pencils (not erasable)


Markers 


 WPA Planner


Geography Alive Book


A Positive Attitude








Standardized Grading Scale


You will see a grade for your child under each subject These grades are based on assessments (tests, projects, quizzes), not homework completion.


 Students master concepts at different rates, so the grade might change 


drastically over the marking period.





4- HIGH ACHIEVEMENT IN MEETING GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 


3- SUCCESSFUL IN MEETING GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS �2- PROGRESSING TOWARD GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS 


1 NOT DEMONSTRATING GRADE LEVEL EXPECTATIONS
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How will I be graded? 


Assignments: 


Includes in-class activities, homework, and notebook.   Completion of the following will be given credit in Life Skills. 


Assessment: 100% 


Includes quizzes, tests, and projects. The student may redo problems for credit up to one week after they are turned back.


 








How should I organize my notebook? 





We will organize our notebooks together on Thursday, September 8th, 2011.  





We will be separating these notebooks into a “Notes, Journal, and Vocabulary Section”.  Remember, Social Studies isn’t just about history, it’s about reflection, reading and writing.





Throughout each quarter we will have notebook checks, so it is important to keep your notebook organized at all times. If at any time you do not know where to put something in your binder, please let me know so I can help you. 








How often will we have homework?





We will have 3-4 new homework assignments each week. Homework assignments will generally have only 20-30 minutes long, but you will also be expected to spend time on projects at the same time. Projects may be done independently, with a partner, or small group.  I will let the class know the appropriate amount of people per project. Please follow these guidelines for your homework. 





1) For projects:


* You must follow the rubric to receive the highest    


amount of points.  If you lose your rubric, that is an


automatic 2 point deduction.  Your rubric will be 


turned in with the project.








2) For all assignments: 


                 * You can correct them and turn them back in for 


	        a better grade.





	3) For all quizzes/tests:


	 * You may correct them and turn them back in for a 


	    better grade.





As long as your homework is turned in on time, and your corrections are completed in the allotted time (usually before the next quiz), you will receive FULL CREDIT( Life Skills) for your homework. Completing your homework is practice and will ensure a better grade on your assessments.  Everybody learns at a different speed. The important thing is how well you learn it, not how fast you learn it! 





What if I need extra help?





I am available most days before school at 7:30 and after school until 4:00. Feel free to drop in anytime, but I cannot guarantee that I will be in my classroom unless you make arrangements ahead of time. 








What if I’m absent?


If you are absent it is YOUR responsibility to ask for missed assignments. Please check the daily folders and planners of another scholar. We will discuss a due date based on how much work you have to do. Please talk to us before your planned absence if you have any questions. 








What if I need extra help?





I am available most days before school at 7:30 and after school until 4:00. Feel free to drop in anytime, but I cannot guarantee that I will be in my classroom unless you make arrangements ahead of time. 








Are there any other policies, or procedures I need to know about?





I will treat you with respect, so you will know how to treat me.





Feel free to do anything that doesn’t cause a problem for anyone else.








If you cause a problem, I will ask you to solve it.





If you can’t solve a problem, or choose not to, I will do something.








What I do, will depend on the special person, and the special situation





If you feel something is unfair, whisper to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair,” and we will talk.





What Can I Find on Mrs. Prosch’s Website or her Daily Parent Email?





On my website, I will have Social Studies resources that will assist with daily assignments and provides great resources for projects.  Some websites include:





 Timelines


 Geographic location  


 Games and extra practice that correspond to the concepts we are covering in class 


 Primary source documents


 Information sites about Eastern Hemisphere countries and their facts!  


 Important documents…like this syllabus! 





I will be sending out daily emails to parents who are Internet accessible.  You will be writing in your planner for daily assignments ensuring organization and success!

















