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Dear Parents,

We are soon approaching the start to an exciting new school year.  I hope you are enjoying these summer months.  We at WPA have spent recent days planning for all of the new and not-so new details that go with starting back to school.  This letter and packet has some very important information for you and your children.  You should have already received a school calendar; if not, we will be giving them out at orientation or you can call the office and we will mail one to you.  

Mrs. Hughes has changed from special education teacher to the new additional 8th grade teacher.  Mrs. Gilbert has been hired as our middle school special ed. teacher.  Mrs. Purdy is the new 4th grade teacher and Mrs. Cummings is the new 3rd grade teacher.  Mr. Chase, our piano teacher will be working with the middle school band.  Class lists will be posted on the teachers’ door.
The first reminder is for the mandatory orientation meeting.  You or someone from your family needs to attend one of the two meetings scheduled for September 2nd from 10:00-12:30 or 6:00-8:30.  At this meeting you will receive a folder with all the forms you will need to fill out.  Some of these same forms are in this packet and you can fill them out and return them to the office early or bring them with you and turn them in at the meeting.  We will be raffling off some nice prizes for people in attendance.  If you are a new family or the parent of a Kindergartener and you have not brought in your child’s shot record, birth certificate, social security card and your driver’s license to our office please do so no later than at the September 2nd meeting.  This meeting will cover changes in our discipline and attendance policies, give you an opportunity to sign up for private piano lessons, strings class, band class, after school special programs, order school logo clothing, 6th-8th-grade electives, volunteering both in the classroom and outside of school, sports, assistance for families for our new hot lunch program and assistance for families in transportation.  During this meeting you will also go to your child’s classroom and meet the teacher. They will explain how their classroom operates, what you can expect from them, and how you will be able to communicate with each other.
If your child is in grades 5-8 and interested in playing soccer (boys) or volleyball (girls) this fall they will need a physical.  The forms have been sent out. If you need one come in or call the office.  They can not practice without this form turned in.

Please be aware of our dress code, the form is included in this packet.  The rules of no sagging or baggy pants, shirts/blouses with collars, no other colors or logos, and length of shirt and skirts will be strictly adhered to.  If your child is out of dress code they will have to change or spend the day in ISS.  If you are not sure if something will comply ask before they wear the item. 
In this packet you will receive a “Determine of Eligibility” form.  This is a very important document for both you and the school.  In prior years WPA received less than $20,000, last year we were granted $44,000 and this year $117,000.  This is mainly because we have made a concerted effort in collecting the forms from our families.  Please take the time to fill them out.  If you do not qualify please just sign your family name and write “do not qualify” across the papers.  This form will be used to determine which students are eligible for our FREE or REDUCED lunches in our new program.  We will also be using this form to determine assistance for reduced rates for MTA transportation passes.
Included in this packet is the MTA form.  This is necessary to fill out if you need transportation to and from school on a regular or part-time basis.  WE NEED THE MTA APPLICATION RETURNED TO SCHOOL BY AUGUST 19th  IN ORDER TO GUARNTEE PICK UP BY MTA OR YOUR RIDE.  WE CAN NOT GUARNTEE WHEN YOUR PICK UP WILL START IF WE RECEIVE THIS FORM LATER.  Our goal is to sell the passes at school each month.  The cost for this year is $30.00 a student,  $15.00 for those who qualified for reduced lunch, and $5.00 for those who have qualified for free lunch.  
If you are interested in trying to car pool we will have a board where you can post your request and we will put it on our website.  The sooner we receive the requests the sooner we can get it on our site.
Grades K-3 will be NUT-FREE classrooms along with all special classes such as Art, Music, Gym, Computer Lab, and Science rooms.  This means that no snacks will be allowed in the classroom unless they are NUT-FREE.  Students with this allergy will have a NUT-FREE table in the lunchroom.  Please follow the guidelines when celebrating your child’s birthday with a classroom treat.  We have several little ones who have a life-threatening allergy and this is the least we can do to try to insure their safety.
Working together we can assure you that your children will have a very successful school year.  Please do everything you can in completing all the necessary forms in this packet and when you come to orientation.  Thank you for sharing your children with us.  Enjoy the remaining days of summer.  If you have any questions please call our office and someone will find the answers that you need.  
Sincerely,

Michele Baskin

Carey Shemes










