6th grade 
Monday – reviewed all major concepts taught in this unit… gave a pop quiz, look for quizzes to come home Thursday!!
Wednesday/Thursday – We Will begin lesson 8 – Weathering, we will be working out of the workbook pages 18-24 for the next three days.  Attached is the rubric for their rock stories and their first draft is due on Thursday October 28th.  Please look over this with your child, a completed rock story is worth 16 points and will count toward their grade level content expectations
 
7th grade
Tuesday – Today we viewed a short video about flowering plants, followed by a reading from our Wisconsin Fast Plants packet, pg. 14 ‘Flowering’ we read and clarified many of the concepts viewed in the video, we then got a chance to get our plants and realize that they have been grOWING!  We were able to detect many little buds ready to open into beautiful little Brassica flowers.
Thursday – We will be designing a 3D model of the Brassica Rapa flowering plant, we will then discuss each part in further detail and describe its function
Friday – today we will be dissecting an actual flower from our Wisconsin Fast Plants, this should prove to be a very difficult task for the students because the flowers are so tiny!!!
 
 
8th grade
Monday – Today we began our new Force and Motion Unit.  Parents – A student/parent safety contract has been sent home with each student, please go over it with your child, sign it and have it back by FRIDAY…students who do not have a contract by Friday will not be allowed to participate in lab activities until it has been signed and returned.  Those students will receive an alternate assignment.
Wednesday – I will be administering the MEAP test to 8th grade students
Friday – We are going to complete lesson 2  Designing a Battery, Please make sure your child has their contract by today or they will be given an alternate assignment regarding batteries
 
 
Oct 13

8th Grade
I got a little confused with the MEAP schedule, and thought this Wednesday was the Science portion.  Having said that, I am excited to continue review to help prep them for their upcoming MEAP on Wednesday Oct. 20th. 
We will be reviewing the following:  
The forms of energy and how they transfer energy
The law of conservation of energy
The states of matter – solid, liquid, and gas ( including their properties)
Understanding Ecosystems including populations and communities, problems and consequences
Tectonic plate movement and the outcome of these movements
       8th grade students will be given a list of vocabulary words on Wednesday that will also help them with main vocabulary that will be essential for them in doing well on the MEAP!!!!!
 
 
7th grade 
Tuesday – we learned a little about the growth and development of our Wisconsin Fast Plants, some of us were able to thin and transplant our seedlings this morning and some of us were lucky enough to try and eat some of our extra little Brassicas.( in the cabbage family)
 
Thursday – We will begin by setting up a data table to begin recording our plants height, number of leaves, and a simple sketch to help us observe our plants over time.  Then we will have a reading selection which will help us to better understand the life cycle, including what they need to be the most successful
 
Friday – We will begin by getting our plants and observing the difference in height and recording any new information they may have discovered.  We will then learn a little bit about pollination, including more information about bees and then we will proceed to make a bee stick so when our plants gain flowers we will be able to pollinate.
 
6th grade 
Monday – We watched a short video helping us to understand a creative way to begin our stories, then I read a few of the stories from last year to give students a better understanding of what exactly is expected.  Students were asked to begin the cycle that their rock will undergo in their story.
 
Wednesday – We Began unit 7 Understanding Lava flow and its effects, we were given approximately 10 questions to investigate while viewing a united streaming video which explained  much of the volcanic activity that occurs on the earth.  Students turned in their answers
 
Thursday – We will continue with lesson 7, I will be demonstrating by use of a model the effects that lava has on the surface of the earth.  We will then discuss how this model relates to what happens naturally on earth.  I will then show the students a few short video clips of different volcanic activities.  Our vocabulary for today will be Constructive and Destructive forces of lava flow upon the earth
 
Oct 4

6th grade 
Monday – We continued Lesson 5 – rocks can melt.  We got a better understanding of Igneous Rocks, both intrusive and extrusive(ask your children to see if they know the difference).  Ingnis – latin word meaning FIRE!!! Journal page 11 needs to be completed by Wednesday
 
Wednesday – Lesson 6 – My rock tells a story, students will be given a rubric that will guide them in writing a story regarding their “adopted rock”  Then we will discuss (using a venn diagram) the similarities and differences of the three types of rocks, sedimentary, metamporphic, and igneous.  ( Ask again to see if they can tell you about how each type is made) Finally, we will be going over directions to the Rock Cycle game which we will be playing on Thursday.
 
Thursday – We will continue with rules and play of the “Rock Cycle game” Students will better understand how each type of rock is formed and how it could become a different type over many years.  We will then discuss what we have learned by summarizing the key concepts of the game.  I will then read them a book to help with their “rock stories” and answer any questions they may have regarding their books
 
 
7th grade 
Tuesday – Today we discussed some of the properties of “Wisconsin Fast Plants”, viewed a short video that shows the complete life cycle and explains a little about the plants they will be growing over the next few weeks.  http://www.fastplants.org/#menu This is the website where you can find additional information regarding these plants.  Students were given a packet “Growth, Development, and Reproduction Booklet”  Of which they will use throughout the growth of their plants.  This packet will serve as a guide for the students so they can better understand the growth pattern and follow the cycle.
 
Thursday – students will begin a germination project to see exactly how seeds( Wisconsin Fast/ and the regular Bean) germinate, Some students will be challenged to test different variables throughout the growth of the plant, so the class as a whole will be able to understand how these plants respond to different elements such as water, light, fertilizer, and space
 
Friday – students will begin their first observations of the plant life cycle, each student will be required to draw out the cycle and explain what happens during each stage of the cycle.  Data logging of the new plant will also begin on this day
 
 
8th grade
Monday – Students are still undergoing MEAP preparation and finished up their review with ocean and air currents
Wednesday – Students will relearn the structure of an atom/and/or/ molecules using a three dimensional model to help them to better understand their properties 
Friday – We will be discussing how the elements within the periodic table are organized by similar properties into families.
 
 
 
