[image: image1][image: image4.jpg]


Maloy’s Messenger
October 22, 2010
[image: image5.wmf][image: image6.wmf][image: image7.wmf][image: image8.png]


***Book Fair is next week in the gym!*** 
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Current Events


Math –   This week we covered adding 2’s, creating and reading a repeating pattern, weekdays and weekend days, pictographs, and identifying polygons.





Writing – Students have been writing stories about their own life experiences.  We’ve been learning how to spell words from what we hear and then move on.  Spending too much time on spelling may take away or discourage students to finish a great piece of writing.  We will pay more attention to spelling when we start learning about proof reading and revising our stories.





Phonics –Students will have a list of spelling words that they need to practice reading and spelling every night.  They also have spelling homework sent home on Monday and Thursday.   





Social Studies – We have learned what a community is.  Over the next two weeks we will learn how communities are different.  The activities will teach students about the features, advantages, and disadvantages of urban, suburban, and rural communities.











Harvest Day


Instead of celebrating Halloween we celebrate the fall harvest.  Rain or shine this is an all day event.  It takes place on Friday, October 29th.  Dress your students warm because we will be in and out of the building all day.  We will also be making smores at the campfire.  





Current Events


Math – Next week we will work on dividing a shape in half, identifying fractional parts of a whole, addition facts of doubles plus 1, and telling and showing time to the half hour.


Social Studies –We are learning about our communities and we will begin a unit on maps and its basic features.    


Writing –We started editing and revising our stories.  Once that is complete we will have an Author’s Celebration where the students share their stories with the class.


Phonics –– Next week we will work on long and short vowels.  We will also work on the onset and rime of –ick and –ack.


**Your child’s spelling list will come home on Monday.  The words will all be in the same word family or have something in common.  Students are to study ALL of the words but only 10 will be on their spelling test on Friday.  More information will come home on how to look up your child’s word list online.  This is a great resource to use.  








“Book It!” Reading Program








The Book It Program starts today, October 1st.  Book It is a motivational reading program through Pizza Hut.  Students can earn coupons towards a free personal pizza each month.  The program runs until March.  I have set our reading goal for 50 minutes a week for a total of 200 minutes a month.  We will keep track each month for students that have met their goal. Parents need to sign the monthly calendar on the back of your child’s Homework/Friday folder and record the number of minutes your child read.  Please add up the minutes for the week and the month.  At the end of each month your child will receive their Pizza Hut coupon if they met their reading goal. 





Star Student





Next week’s star student is





Jason Green!








Book Orders


October book orders went home yesterday.  Book orders will be due Friday, October 8, 2010.  You can order by filling out the order form or by placing your order online.   Please ONLY send a check or money order when placing an order.  Cash will be returned.  Multiple orders can be combined on one check.  Email orders only accept credit cards. To sign up go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.scholastic.com/bookclubs" ��www.scholastic.com/bookclubs�  and click on the parent page.  The one time class activation code is GZGWJ.  Ordering online will help earn free books for the classroom.  





Art Shirts


Mrs. Acton asked students to bring an old shirt from home to wear in Art class.  Old t-shirt or button-down shirts work well.  Please send in by as soon as possible.





Math Money Bags


Math money bag slips went home by or before the first day of school.  Students were to bring a labeled zip-lock bag with 30 pennies, 20 dimes, 10 nickels, and 4 quarters in it.  Using real money is a realistic way to learn how to count coins.  Please send in your bag as soon as possible with your child’s name on it.  They will be returned at the end of the year.








Star Student





Next week’s star student is





Satya Randolph!!!





Book It! Reading


Don’t forget to have your child practice their reading.  They should be reading at least 10 minutes or more every night.  Students can be read to, read to someone or read by themselves.  Remember to record your child’s time on the back of their folder.








Popcorn Fridays and Cancer Walk


We will have popcorn every Friday.  The money needs to be turned into me by Thursday.  If they turn in money on Friday it will go for the following week.  The cost is 50 cents per bag.  





**The last day to turn in donations for the cancer walk is Wednesday, October 13th.   





Toys in the Classroom


Some students have been bringing toys to school.  They take them out and play with them during class time.  I have taken some toys away.  I usually give the toys back at the end of the day.  If I see the toy again I keep it in my desk until a parent comes to get it.  It is the child’s responsibility to tell their parent about the toy.  PLEASE KEEP ALL TOYS AT HOME!!!





Book Fair in the gym


Oct. 25- 29th


Let the office know if you are able to volunteer.








Star Student





Next week’s star student is





Aliyah Ellis!











Book Orders


  November and holiday book orders went home today.  They are due on Friday, November 12th.  If you are purchasing books as a holiday gift, please let me know in advance so I don’t ruin the surprise.  Remember only checks or money orders are accepted.  You can pay by credit card online.  If you haven’t signed up online go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.scholastic.com/bookclubs" ��www.scholastic.com/bookclubs�  and click on the parent page.  The one time class activation code is GZGWJ.  








Current Events


Math – Next week we will work on creating a bar graph, tallying, counting by 5’s, drawing horizontal, vertical, and oblique line segments and fractions.





Social Studies – We have been working on maps.  We will continue to discover what a map is and learn to use its basic features.  





Writing – Next week we will work on writing creepy couplet poems and then share them with the class.





Phonics – Next week we will work on syllables and forming the past tense of a word by adding –ed.  Next week’s spelling test will be on Thursday due to Harvest Day on Friday.





Harvest Day





Harvest Day is next Friday, October 29th.  The forecast shows rain and high of 43 degrees.  Hopefully the rain will hold off in the morning.  Please dress your child warm because we will be in and out of the building all day.  Students can wear jeans but NO costumes or Halloween shirts.  Activities begin at 8:30 a.m.  Parents are welcome to help out with the class or at a station.  Please send your child with a lunch unless they have already ordered a hot lunch.  Students can also order $1 pizza.  Money is due by next Wednesday.








Parent-Teacher Conferences





Parent-teacher conferences are quickly approaching.  The dates are November 3rd and 4th.  Sign-up sheets already went home.  Please send in your form or email your top four choices and the names of siblings along with their teacher’s name.  I will coordinate conference times with other teachers.  There is no school on  


November 4th and 5th.  





Silly Bands and Toys





I have asked students to not wear Silly Bands in the classroom.  Too many kids have been taking them off to play with them or trade them.  If students wear them they will be asked to put them away or I will take them until a parent picks them up.  Toys need to stay home as well unless it’s an outdoor recess toy.





Book It! Reading


Don’t forget to have your child practice their reading.  They should be reading at least 10 minutes or more every night.  Students can be read to, read to someone or read by themselves.  October forms are due November 1st.











