Early Intervention

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Early Intervention?

The concept of Early Intervention is to establish a firm foundation for future reading or math growth.  Students in grades Kindergarten through Third Grade are assessed, scores are evaluated, and students are aligned with a series of lessons that meet the needs of that child.  Every 2-3 weeks, students are reassessed to determine if the lessons are effective.   

Why did Woodland Park decide to start the Early Intervention program?

With more and more research being published every year, education is always changing.  One of the most significant decisions for starting the Early Intervention program at Woodland Park Academy was learning that intensive, one on one or small group instruction in the earliest years of a child’s education can lead to significant gains and decrease learning struggles as they progress through school.

What kind of assessments will you use to determine eligibility into the program?

Every child in Kindergarten through Third Grade is given a number of assessments.  The more teachers know what your child knows, the more effective the lessons are.  Students will be given the DRA (Developmental Reading Assessment) early in the year.  Their reading level is determined by this assessment.   MLPP (Michigan Literacy Progress Profile) is also given early in the year.  These assessments “dig deeper” into a child’s reading and writing skills.  Finally, the Early Intervention Team will assess using DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Skills).  All of these assessments are analyzed to determine which students will be eligible to participate in the program.  

How will I know if my child is getting assistance from the Early Intervention team?

Most students in Kindergarten through Third Grade will meet with the team at some point during their school career.  We will be working with all students immediately.  Students who will be serviced regularly will receive a letter in the mail around the end of September or early October.  

Who will be teaching my child?

Your child’s classroom teacher provides the core curriculum to your child and is ultimately responsible for their learning.  If it is determined that your child will receive additional lessons from the Early Intervention team, an Instructional Aid or the Reading Specialist will be teaching your child.  Most lessons take place in the classroom with the Instructional Aid but some students will go to the Early Intervention room for small group instruction 4 times/week.  

How long will my child be in the Early Intervention program?

Students who receive additional lessons from the Early Intervention team vary.  Some students are only meeting with a small group a couple of times per week for a very short time.  Others students receive intensive support throughout the year.  Intervention is provided depending on the needs of your child and the progress being made.  

What does it mean if my student is in the Early Intervention program?

It is important to know that students who receive assistance from the Early Intervention Team are building a solid foundation for success.  Students who have true learning disabilities will be discovered earlier with this program so that they can receive the appropriate support.  Being in the Early Intervention program does not automatically mean that your child will struggle with reading or math throughout their school career.  Sometimes a small amount of support is all that they need in order to succeed.  Without that support, that small need can grow until it is not easily redeemable.  

*If we notice that your child only needs a little bit of help in one area, we will most likely pull him or her into the group a few times.  

What can I do at home to support my child?

Supporting your child’s teacher is essential.  Assignments and activities that your child is assigned to complete at home is crucial to their learning development, sense of responsibility, and understanding of the importance of school.  Creating a daily routine after school makes it easier to accomplish.  The Early Intervention Team will also send support materials for your child to practice at home.  Small books or other short activities may come home.  Encourage your child to read them to you.  They have been practicing reading, so listen with encouragement.  Later in the year, we will send Literacy Home Kits.  They will most likely contain a book to read and other activities to try.  Finally, read with your child.  Make it a routine to read a book at night.  Try not to pressure your child too much.  Reading should be fun…for everyone!

What should I do if I have additional questions about my child and their progress?

The first person to talk to should always be your child’s teacher.  She is the most knowledgeable about your child and their overall progress.  If you have specific concerns about your child’s reading progress or about their progress in the Early Intervention program, contact the Early Intervention teacher.  

Mrs. Amanda Martin

Early Intervention Teacher/ Reading Specialist

(810)695-4710 or amartin@wp-academy.org

