CLASSROOM BEHAVIOR GUIDELINES
This year WPA will be adopting “Love and Logic” as our school wide discipline plan. As a faculty, we believe that all children are different and all actions and reactions are very personal according to the individual. Therefore, the guidelines for student behavior will be few.  Each situation will be dealt with as it arises, with the focus on enabling the child to grow and learn from his or her actions. 
The guidelines for student behavior in my classroom will be as follows:

1. You may engage in any behavior that does not create a problem for you or anyone else in the world.

2. If you find yourself with a problem, you may solve it by any means that does not cause a problem for anyone else in the world. 

3. You may engage in any behavior that does not jeopardize the safety or learning of yourself or others.  Unkind words and actions will not be tolerated.

In ensuring that the above guidelines are adhered to, I will operate with the following principles as my guide:
1. I will react without haste to problem situations.

2. I will provide logical consequences that allow the child to experience the results of a poor choice, enabling him or her to make better choices in the future. 

3. I will proceed in all situations with the best interest of the child foremost in my mind – academic, social, and emotional well-being will be fostered.

4. I will guide students toward personal responsibility and the decision-making skills they will need to function in the real world.

5. Equal is not always fair.  Consequences will be designed to fit the problems of individual students, and they may be different even when problems appear to be the same.

6. If I, at any time, act or react in a way that a child truly feels is unjust, that student need only say to me, “I’m not sure that’s fair.”  I will arrange a private conference during which the student can express to me why he or she feels my actions were not fair.  This may or may not change my course of action.  I am always open to calm, rational discussion of any manner.
How to Contact Me

The best way to reach me is by email.  My school email address is: 
tchesnut@wp-academy.org.  You may also reach me by calling the school at (810) 695-4710.   Calls during the day will be transferred to my classroom phone.  To avoid disruptions, the phone will not ring into the classroom, but you may leave a voicemail message and I will get back with you as soon as possible.      

Planners
It is your child’s responsibility to copy the information in his/her planner from the board every day.  I do not check planners.  It will be up to you to hold your child accountable for completely filling out his/her planner and bringing it home. The daily planner is a great communication tool between school and home. Through the daily planner, you will know what we covered in class that day, upcoming tests, when study guides come home, and what assignments your child is responsible for, along with other important information.  I do send an email home most days to those who provide an email address.  You can check your email to make sure your child is writing down everything needed in the planner.
 Snack Policy

Because we have a rather long stretch of time in the morning, I like for students to have a healthy mid-morning snack, as long as they assume responsibility for their trash and follow our behavior guidelines.  Please avoid all sweets for snack time.  If a student has a sweet snack, I will ask him/her to put it away and eat it at lunch.  Also, I do not allow students to share or switch snacks. Sixth graders can be very generous with their parents’ money.  It can get expensive buying for all your child’s friends, not to mention that I would not want a parent to think his/her child is eating an apple, when in reality he/she is eating chips provided by another student.  I try my best to avoid any of those problems. 

Drink Policy

Students are encouraged to keep a water bottle in the class.  Cold water is available at the drinking fountain.  No other drinks are allowed in our classrooms.  Again, if a child has a drink other than water in the classroom, he/she will be asked to keep it sealed and in the locker until lunch time.  Please keep in mind that high caffeine drinks are not allowed at any time.
