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Dear Parents,

We are so excited to watch your children “SOAR.”  This will be our new behavior support program that will offer students a chance to earn tickets for making good decisions.  Students may use the tickets to “purchase” reward items.  We have put in place very specific expectations for children’s behavior in every school-day situation.  These expectations will be practiced regularly and shared with each family so you can help your child (ren) be successful.  
I hope you are enjoying these summer months.  We at WPA have spent recent days planning for all of the new and not-so-new details that go with starting back to school.   This packet is filled with forms and information that you will need to know, fill out and return to the office.  You have received a school calendar in this mailing.  Please look it over carefully.   Our time this year will run from 8:00 a.m. to 3:25 p.m. with a 25 min lunch.  Please check the Handbook to review the definition of tardy and ½ day absences.  Classroom supply lists are on our website at www.wpacharterschool.org .  If you need a hard copy you may pick one up in the office or call us and we will be happy to mail one to you.  
Mrs. Jaclyn Thompson, our 7th grade teacher, is on maternity leave.  Her long-term guest teacher will be Miss Katie Holder.  Mrs. Duhon’s new partner teacher for second grade is Miss Christina Murray.  Ms. Sloan has moved to be the Intervention Teacher for K-3, and her replacement is Miss Tara Moore.  Lastly, Mrs. Erica Anderson will be our new 6th-8th Special Education Teacher.   The new class lists will be posted on the teachers’ door at the orientation meeting.
The first reminder is for the mandatory orientation meeting.  In order for your child to attend WPA you or someone from your family needs to attend one of the two meetings scheduled for August 31st from 12:00-2:00pm or 6:00-8:00pm.  Please understand that your child will not be allowed into class until you or someone from your family has attended a session.  If for some reason this day is not acceptable, you need to call the office to schedule a meeting.   At this meeting you will receive a folder with all the forms you will need to fill out.  Some of these same forms are in this packet and you can fill them out and return them to the office early or bring them with you and turn them in at the meeting.  We will be raffling off some nice prizes for people in attendance.  If you are a new family or the parent of a Kindergartener and you have not brought in your child’s shot record, birth certificate, social security card and your driver’s license to our office please do so no later than at the August 31st meeting.  This meeting will cover changes in our discipline and attendance policies, give you an opportunity to sign up for private piano lessons, strings class, band class, order school logo clothing, and choose 6th-8th grade electives.  You will also be able to sign up to volunteer both in the classroom, for special events during the school year, and for the sports program.  Forms are in this packet to get assistance for families who qualify for hot lunch, breakfast and transportation at a free or reduced rate.  During this meeting you will also go to your child’s classroom and meet the teacher. They will explain how their classroom operates, what you can expect from them, and how you will be able to communicate with each other.
If your child is in grades 5-8 and interested in playing soccer (boys) or volleyball (girls) this fall they will need a physical.  These forms may be picked up in our office.  Some doctors do have copies in their office.  They cannot practice without this form turned in.

Please be aware of our CHANGES IN DRESS CODE; the form is included in this packet.  The biggest change is that the color “black” has been removed.  The  rules, including collared shirts/blouses, no sagging or baggy pants, no low cut blouses, no oversized shirts, no other colors or logos, and the length of shirt and skirts,  will be strictly adhered to.  If your child is out of dress code they will have to change or spend the day in ISS.  NO LAYERING OF COLORS.  THE ONLY SHIRT THAT CAN BE WORN UNDER A UNIFORM SHIRT IS A WHITE UNDERSHIRT. If you are not sure if something will comply, call the office to ask if the item is appropriate or send a change of clothing with them. 
In this packet you will receive a “Determine of Eligibility” form.  This is a very important document for both you and the school.  In prior years WPA received less than $20,000.  Last year we were granted $44,000 and this year $117,000.  This is mainly because we have made a concentrated effort in collecting the forms from our families.  Please take the time to fill them out.  If you do not qualify please just sign your family name and write “do not qualify” across the papers.  This form will be used to determine which students are eligible for our FREE or REDUCED lunches, breakfast, and MTA bus passes.
For all families, both new and old, it is essential to fill out the MTA form in this packet if you need transportation to and from school on a regular or even part-time basis.  WE NEED THE MTA APPLICATION RETURNED TO SCHOOL BY AUGUST 19th IN ORDER TO GUARANTEE PICK UP BY MTA OR YOUR RIDE.  WE CANNOT GUARANTEE WHEN YOUR PICK UP WILL START IF WE DO NOT HAVE THIS FORM BY THE DUE DATE.   Bus routes will be the same as the end of the 2010/2011 school year.  Old routes are available in the office.  MTA will make adjustments late September or early October to accommodate new riders.  We do not have information regarding Your Ride at this time.  We will sell bus passes to all students riding the buses.  The full cost of a pass is $40.00 per month, per child.  We know this could be a hardship, so we are willing to keep the cost for a full pass at $30.00.  If you have turned in your free/reduced lunch forms and are eligible, the cost will be $15.00 for reduced and $5.00 for free.  If you have a financial situation that does not allow you to be able to pay for your passes please talk to Mrs. Shemes or me to obtain a scholarship. 
Grades K-6 will be NUT-FREE classrooms along with all special classes such as Art, Music, Gym, Computer Lab, and Science rooms.  This means that no snacks will be allowed in the classroom unless they are NUT-FREE.  An approved snack list is included in this package.  Students with this allergy will have a NUT-FREE table in the lunchroom.  Please follow the guidelines when celebrating your child’s birthday with a classroom treat.  We have several little ones who have a life-threatening allergy and this is the least we can do to try to insure their safety.
Working together we can assure you that your children will have a very successful school year and SOAR to new heights.  Please do everything you can in completing all the necessary forms in this packet and turn them in when you come to orientation.  Thank you for sharing your children, your greatest treasure, with us.  Enjoy the remaining days of summer.  If you have any questions please call our office and someone will find the answers that you need.  
Sincerely,

Mrs. Michele Baskin, Mrs. Carey Shemes
